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was the habit of brides of getting up in the middle of the discourse and 
turning slowly round in their seat in the gallery, with a view to the com- 
plete exhibition of gown and bonnet ; a display fatal, one would suppose, 
to the sermon, and tending to render the notion of its logical order, on 
the part at least of aspirants for a similar position, hopelessly mixed. The 
children, when sitting down after prayers, were always particular to slam 
the hinged seats ; while the occasional thrashing of a particularly obstrep- 
erous youth by the tithingman or the deacon gave the boys matter for 
meditation. Even if the general course of the service was hopelessly monot- 
onous, rule and custom allowed the extensive consumption of pleasant- 
tasting herbs, of dill, fennel, and caraway. 

On one or two points we would willingly have had more information. 
Surely there must be some material for comparison with the usages of 
English churches of the time. As to their idea of the proper observance 
of Sunday, the Puritans get more praise or censure (according to the 
habit of mind of the critic) than they deserve. The theory was that 
general in other colonies, although the practice may have been more con- 
sistent. This assertion will be borne out by an examination of the Sunday 
laws of Maryland and Virginia, which breathe the same spirit, in regard, 
for example, to the prohibition of games. It would have been well, we 
think, if the foot-notes had been amplified, especially in the matter of ref- 
erences ; it is desirable in such works regularly to give the page as well 
as the full title of the book used ; and the sources of the observations 
obtained from tradition might well have been fully described, even at the 
risk of apparently unnecessary particularization. 

W.W.N. 
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